
Silica in Construction
Best Practices

PA Asphalt  Pavement Association
Safety Committee



Silica Rule – Timeline
29 CFR 1926.1153

• June 23rd 2017  ‐Original effective date of Silica Standard 
• Sept. 23rd 2017  ‐Enforcement delayed until this date
• Oct 19th 2017 ‐Interim Enforcement guidelines issued  
• Oct. 23rd 2017 ‐Last day of extremely limited enforcement
• Dec 22nd 2017 ‐DC court of Appeals upholds Silica Standard

OSHA essentially gave  employers an entire extra season achieve 
compliance.  But everything has been resolved at this point, so expect 
enforcement.  
This presentation covers some of the Silica control methods that have 
been utilized by PAPA members in 2017 to comply with the standard.
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Employee On Foot
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can protect operator, and employees on foot
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Leaf Blowers???
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APF of 10
Silica’s PEL 
50 µg/m3

Allowed to work in 
500 µg/m3 environment

Assigned Protection Factor

Respirators 
OSHA 1910.134



Respirators  
OSHA 1910.134

1)Written Program

2)Medical Evaluation – before anything

3)Training – Every 12 Months

4)Fit Test – Every 12 Months

You must have all 4 if employees wear dust masks or other respirators.





Medical Surveillance
 Evaluate in first 30 days, then every 3 years.

 Your Occupational Health Clinic wont understand.

 Employer must educate the health care provider.  

 Includes: X‐Ray, TB test, Spirometry, Check up

 Employer only receives notice that the employee was evaluated.

 Employee receives full report.  

Maintain record 30 years.



Final Thoughts
• Keep respirator use below 30 days a year.
• Follow table 1 whenever possible.
• Keep your records, training, medical surveillance, fit 

testing, medical clearance, air monitoring, employee 
notification.

• Have a simple clear written plan that everyone 
understands on how silica will be controlled.

• New Products and approaches are appearing daily.


